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 (4)	It can be shown that throughout the Orient the practice
of keeping the Sabbath was already observed on a wide scale
and in a variety of forms.1   This, however, may not be entirely
due to a mere borrowing from Judaism, but speculations con-
cerning the number 7 may have had more to do with it than
any recollection of the divine rest upon the  seventh  day.2
Nevertheless, it was Judaism which laid down the principle,
provided an explanation of it, and furnished the most complete
example of its application.    External influences are apparent
in many cases, but contact with Jewish ideas is none the less
clear.
 (5)	If at present we are forced to proceed in darkness, it
is because the literary sources which might have given us light
no longer exist.    Once, however, they did exist.    In 4 Esdras
xiv. 45-6 we find a clear distinction between the canonical
books, of which there are twenty-four, and the others, of which
there are seventy.    The former may be read by everyone, the
latter only by the learned :   " . . . the Most High spake and
said, The first which thou hast written do thou publish, so that
they which are worthy and they which are unworthy may read
therein ;  howbeit, the seventy which are more recent do thou keep,
that thou mayest deliver them to such as be wise among thy people."
From this it follows that there was once a Jewish hermeneutic
literature.    That it was more recent and more abundant than
the other need not surprise us.
 (6)	Lastly, a number of magical texts have come down to
us which show us the syncretistic process at work in a limited
but none the less genuine form, and their mere existence proves,
in my opinion, that there must also have been other more
elaborate and complicated forms.    The names lao, Sabaoth,
Michael,  Raphael and  other Jewish angels  are there to  be
found side by side with those of Egyptian or Greek divinities.3
Moreover,  the Jews were renowned throughout the Roman
world for their skill in magic arts,4 and here again we may
recognize the influence of syncretism, for this knowledge must
have come to them principally through contact with the Chal-
daeans.    tc After the Jews," s&ys Cumont, " had been initiated
into the secret lore and practices of the Persians and the Chal-
dseans, they served as the indirect means by which knowledge
of certain formulae spread throughout the area of the Dis-
persion." 5
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